NHAAOM Annual Membership Meeting, 5/6/2001 - Minutes





Present:  Donna Beauchimin, Patricia Burkhart, Kimberly Chin, Joseph Dudley, Rong Chin Kuo, Ann Lopresti, Yilin Ma, Alice Meattey,  Janet Travis, Christina Wolf, Sheryl Wookey, Lu Shi Yi





Chair/Facilitator:  Christina Wolf


Scribe:  Janet Travis


Timekeeper:  Patricia Burkhart





Meeting opened at 9:25 am with a review of the agenda.





History of Acupuncture Legislation in NH - Alice Meattey





Prior to 1991�



Acupuncture legislation rejected 3 times by NH legislature due to budget concerns.


�
�
1991�
Group of acupuncturists begin meeting weekly to write new legislation.  This group met for several months but without a legislative sponsor for their bill, they eventually lost momentum.


�
�
1996�
Alice meets Rep. Jeb Bradley who agrees to sponsor acupuncture legislation & help recruit sponsors in the NH Senate.  In August, Alice and other acupuncturists again began meeting regularly to finish writing acupuncture legislation for introduction to the legislature in November, 1996.


�
�
1997�
Acupuncture legislation is passed into law by the NH legislature, Licensing Board is formed and begins writing the Administrative Rules to flesh out the law.


�
�
1999�
Administrative Rules finished and adopted, enabling Licensing Board to begin issuing licenses.


First licenses are issued to acupuncturists in NH in November, 1999.�
�



May, 2001�



47 acupuncturists licensed in NH.�
�






Current Items of Interest - Alice Meattey





3rd Party Payment Legislation - Rep. Bradley initiated the drafting of 3rd party payment for acupuncture (it was due in April, 2001).  We will get the draft and can either revise and submit it or withdraw it. 





Dinner to honor Rep. Bradley - Friday,  June 1st in Concord.  





Revision of Acupuncture Rules - The Licensing Board is getting ready to revise the administrative rules—if anyone has input now, please forward to Alice Meattey.  All licensees will receive a copy of the revisions before they are finalized and can also give their input then.





A number of questions were asked about the rules and our scope of practice & were answered by Alice as follows:  the handbook of rules for acupuncture in NH is available and has been sent out; our scope of practice does include herbs, tui na, lasers, and homeopathy;  Alice asked that anyone advertising specific techniques have adequate training and that those using lasers comply with FDA regulations as they are still considered experimental devices (those interested should contact Marty Naeser).





Sheryl Wookey requested that a copy of the NH Acupuncture Rules be placed in a binder at the NESA Library as a student resource.





Alice Meattey and Joseph Dudley were thanked for all their work to bring us to this point.





Adoption of Bylaws - Christina Wolf, Janet Travis





It was asked that minor questions, concerns or objections (ie language, typos, etc.) be handed in for submission to the Board, in order to leave adequate time for discussion and resolution of major questions, concerns and objections.





15 minutes were alloted for those present to read over the Bylaws.  Attendees were then asked to state the Article, Section and item # where they had a major concern, question or objection, and these were listed at the front of the room.  





Proposal 1:  adopt the remainder of the bylaws as a whole


Decision:  remainder of bylaws adopted by a unanimous vote





The following were discussed and voted on individually:





Article I, Section A:  Lu Shi Yi wanted to point out  that Oriental Medicine is not separate from Acupuncture.  Acupuncture is a part of Oriental Medicine, therefore he felt the name “New Hampshire Association for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine” was misleading.  Other attendees noted that this is simply the nomenclature that people are most familiar with in the US, and Lu Shi Yi agreed.  He did not want the name changed, just to note that it was not completely correct.  Adopted by a unanimous vote.





Article II, Section B:  Lu Shi Yi was concerned that the creation of a professional referral system and expanding insurance coverage to include acupuncture were not explicitly listed as Goals of the organization.  There was a brief discussion of the necessity to add this language to this section and it was ultimately decided that these goals are implied in the current language.  Adopted by a unanimous vote.





Article IV:  There was discussion as to whether this is a duty of the Board of Directors, the group agreed that this was spelled out later as a duty of the Board in Article VI - Board Authority.  Adopted by unanimous vote.





Article VI, Section B, item 2. e.:  Alice Meattey was concerned that the language was too restrictive and the group agreed.  This item was changed to read “Designate standing committees.”   Adopted by a unanimous vote.





Article VI, Section C:  There was concern that there was not a mechanism for amending proposed Bylaw changes before they are voted on at an Annual Membership Meeting.  Therefore, the sentence “Amendments to the proposed Bylaw changes may be made at the Annual Membership Meeting” was added as item d and item d is now item e.  Adopted by a unanimous vote.





Working Sessions - All Attendees





Working sessions took place in the following areas:  Community Education and Outreach,


Interfacing with Western Medicine, and Legislative Concerns (see minutes at end).





Membership & Treasurer’s Report - Alice Meattey





As of 5/6/01, the NHAAOM had 17 professional and 4 student members.


Current bank balance:  $1798.11





Nominations for the Board of Directors





Each voting member present was asked if they would like to serve on the Board, but all declined, so there were no new nominations from the floor.





Nominees:  Netta Hart, Ann Lopresti, Deborah Meuse, Charles Meyers and Christina Wolf.  Campaign statements were made by Ann Lopresti and Christina Wolf.  Alice Meattey read written campaign statements from Deborah Meuse and Charles Meyers who were unable to attend due to prior committments.





Votes were cast on NHAAOM ballots and counted by  Alice Meattey:  Deborah Meuse, Charles Meyers and Christina Wolf  each received 8 votes and will serve a two year term.  Netta Hart and Ann Lopresti each received 7 votes and will serve a one year term.





Action Items:  Inform new Board members of election results, schedule the first Board meeting, compile membership information in a database, create paper files for NHAAOM documents, and write the minutes from this meeting. (Christina Wolf)





New Business





Alice reminded everyone of the dinner with Rep. Bradley on June 1st.





Sheryl Wookey announced that on June 25th at Portsmouth Regional Hospital, Catherine Allen was giving a talk on acupuncture to the public - she thought it might cost $5 to attend. 





Meeting closed at 2:50pm.





�





Working Session Minutes


Legislative Concerns 





Present:  Alice Meattey, Christina Wolf





Report In:  Alice Meattey reported that 3rd Party Payment legislation is being drafted, the NHAAOM will receive a copy of draft for revision or withdrawal.





Action Item 1:  Request that the Board designate a standing Legislative/Insurance Committee made up of NHAAOM members and at least one NH Licensing Board member and which will have the following responsiblities:





Legislative


Investigate 3rd party payment and parity laws (in NH & other states) 


Review, revise, submit or withdraw 3rd party legislation (as described above)


Monitor legislation (NH or US):


Support pro-acupuncture legislation (by  providing testimony, presenting at hearings, lobbying, generating public/professional support, coordinating letter campaigns, etc.)


Support legislation submitted by NH Licensing Board  or NHAAOM (see above)


Oppose legislation that would undermine or harm our profession (see above)


Copy meeting minutes to the NH Licensing Board in order to avoid duplicate legislative efforts and working at cross purposes.


Cultivate positive relationships with as many NH legislators as possible.





Insurance


Facilitate discussion of pros/cons of insurance coverage for acupuncture


Investigate and develop a clear understanding of health insurance in NH


Approach insurance companies to:


Find out current policy/position on coverage for acupuncture


Gain an understanding of barriers to insurance coverage


Provide insurance companies with:  current research, cost analyses, utilization polls, patient surveys to help them make informed decisions about acupuncture


Cultivate positive ongoing relationships within the insurance industry


Provide NHAAOM membership and patients with information on insurance coverage for acupuncture in NH





Action Item 2:   Check status of  3rd party payment legislation (Alice Meattey)





Action Item 3:   Compile list of insurance companies & contacts in NH (Christina Wolf)





Alice and Christina have agreed to take on the work of the Legislative/Insurance Committee—Alice has agreed to represent the NH Licensing Board.  Other volunteers are welcome.





Community Education & Outreach 





Present:  Ann Lopresti, Janet Travis





Purpose:  Provide accurate and consistent information to the public and the Western medical community





Action Item 1:   Request that the Board designate a standing Community Education & Outreach committee





Action Item 2:   Mailing to Lic. Ac.’s in NH to gauge interest in and gather participants for an NHAAOM Speaker’s Bureau with a follow-up by phone.  (Ann Lopresti)





Action Item 3:   Hire graphic designer to mark up NHAAOM logo drafted by Rongchin Kuo.  (Christina Wolf)





Action Item 4:   Draft NHAAOM website* for Board and member review, purchase domain name www.nhaoom.org.  (Christina Wolf)





Action Item 5:   Write a brochure* for patients.  Brochures could be made available for use by practitioners. (Not Assigned)





*Content TBD and approved by committee (and possibly membership) but will likely include info on acupuncture, herbs, conditions treated, purpose & goals of the NHAAOM, contacts for speaker’s bureau & patient referrals, etc.





Future goals:


Press Release(s)


Guest spot on NHPR or public TV


Newsletter


Presentation template for member use


Brochure/Other info Distribution (health food stores, other alt. therapy offices/schools, yoga and tai chi schools/centers, gyms, libraries, Chambers of commerce, directory listings, etc.)


Speakers into various venues ( bookstores, libraries, gyms, rotary clubs, NHAAOM sponsored events, health fair booths, etc.)





Interfacing with Western Medicine





Present:  Patricia Burkhart, Kimberly Chin, Rong Chin Kuo, Yilin Ma, Sheryl Wookey, Lu Shi Yi





Purpose:  Facilitate a “blended medicine” approach to healing, and to educate the Western medical community abou
